Free Assistive Technology Applications

This list of free applications contains those which have been reported to be useful to students with whom we have worked. There are many more free applications available and a larger selection can be found at:
http://eduapps.org/?page_id=180
We would be very grateful for any comments on the applications that you use so that we can give informed advice to other students.

Please ensure that your anti-virus software is up to date and you take care when downloading programs to your computer. The Institute of Education can take no responsibility for the functioning of these external programs.
Technology to Assist those with Specific Learning Difficulties such as Dyslexia

If you are unsure of which applications would be most suitable for you to use, it may be best to try MyStudyBar which has been developed by RSC Scotland and contains a selection of those found most useful. It is also possible to download Word and screencast tutorials which will assist you to learn how to use each application.

MyStudyBar

MyStudyBar is a tool which helps overcome problems that students commonly experience with studying, reading and writing. The tool consists of a set of over 15 portable open source and freeware applications, assembled into one convenient package which can be downloaded to a pen drive and used on any computer. 

Although MyStudyBar is designed to support learners with literacy-related difficulties such as dyslexia, the toolbar can offer potential benefits to all learners as they have been designed to support the complete study cycle from research, planning and structuring to getting across a written or spoken message. 

Examples include: Xmind for planning and organization; T-Bar for customising font and colour backgrounds; Lingoes for when you need a talking dictionary; LetMeType for help with text input; Balabolka for converting text to audio; and a speech-to-text app which allows you to talk to your computer.

http://eduapps.org/?page_id=7 

CLiCk, Speak (Firefox Add-on)

Click, Speak is part of the CLC-4-TTS Suite of products, it features a mouse driven interface, and it reads web pages and sections thereof. CLiCk, Speak is designed for sighted users who want text-to-speech functionality. It doesn't identify elements or announce events - two features that are very important for visually impaired users but very annoying for sighted users. It also has a simplified, mouse driven interface that is designed to be easy for users familiar with point-and-click graphical user interfaces. CLiCk, Speak works on Windows, Macintosh, and Linux.
http://clickspeak.clcworld.net/about.html
CLC STAR (Firefox Add-on)

CLC STAR allows users to easily set up preferences for how they want pages presented to them in Firefox. Features include enlarging images, changing font size, foreground/background color, and style, enhancing the cursor focus indicator, adjusting line and word spacing, disabling stylesheets, and disabling background images.
http://lab.clcworld.net/clc_star/clc_star.html
WordTalk

For people with reading and writing difficulties, having text reinforced by hearing it read aloud can be very useful. Specialised programs have existed to do this for a long time, and in many cases are extremely helpful and highly appropriate and should be seriously considered, perhaps in consultation with professional advice where necessary.

WordTalk is a free text-to-speech plugin developed for use with all versions of Microsoft Word (from Word 97 up to Word 2010). It will speak the text of the document and will highlight it as it goes. It contains a talking dictionary to help decide which word spelling is most appropriate.

Siting neatly in your Microsoft Word toolbar it is highly configurable, allowing you to:

· Adjust the highlight colours;

· Change the voice and the speed of the speech;

· Convert text to speech and save as a .wav or .mp3 file so that it can be played back on an iPod or mp3 player.

http://www.wordtalk.org.uk/Home/
LetMeType

LetMeType is word prediction software. Running in the background, it analyses what you type. After it has collected enough information, it can guess a word after you have typed only the first two or three letters. A list of the most probable words is displayed, and you can select one with a single keystroke or just continue typing. LetMeType allows you to load your own dictionaries and associate dictionaries with individual instances of LetMeType, so that you can establish vocabularies for particular domains of knowledge. The program will work with most applications, offering completion suggestions in most programs you happen to be working in.
http://www.clasohm.com/lmt/en/
Freemind

Freemind is an open source, mind-mapping software program. A mind map is a knowledge organisation tool which places a topic in the centre of an empty space and branches out with related ideas. The general premise of mind-mapping software is that it will help you to organise, link, and integrate thoughts. 

Mind mapping software can be used where you have ideas you need to put down, structure, expand and connect. Freemind also works as a tree editor. You can create foldable trees of plain text notes enriched with colours, icons, cloud-shapes, and other graphics. For example, you can use clouds to group together the nodes that are interrelated, colours to differentiate between completed tasks and other tasks, and icons to prioritise. 

Freemind is useful for organising your ideas and for keeping track of all the things that are involved in completing a task and has proved to be a valuable and effective tool for people who want to manage themselves systematically. 
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page 
Technology to Assist those with Visual Impairments

If you are unsure of which applications would be most suitable for you to use, it may be best to try MyVisBar which has been developed by RSC Scotland and contains a selection of those found most useful. It is also possible to download Word and screencast tutorials which will assist you to learn how to use each application.

Thunder

A UK-based charity producing probably the most popular free Screen Reader. Thunder allows the user to navigate Windows XP, use applications such as Microsoft Word and Outlook Express. For browsing the internet try the WebbIE Internet Browser. 

http://www.screenreader.net/index.php?section=Thunder%20and%20Manuals
WebbIE

WebbIE is a suite of programmes designed to make using the internet more accessible. Included in the package is WebbIE the text only browser, Accessible Listen Again for listening to the last 7 days of BBC radio, Accessible Radio Tuner for listening to internet radio stations, Accessible BBC iPlayer for watching BBC Television programmes online. Internet Explorer appearance editor provides an easy method of customising the appearance of webpages displayed in Internet Explorer.

Although the WebbIE suite of programmes are accessible, they are not self voicing. You will still need a screen reader, all products work with the free Thunder screen reader. 
http://www.webbie.org.uk/download.htm
IZoom Web

IZoom Web is a screen magnifier that will work on any PC with an internet connection. IZoom Web works with Windows 2000, XP and Vista and Internet Explorer. It provides magnification, easy to see cursor and mouse pointer, the ability to customise the colour scheme, i.e. yellow text on a black background. The magnification isn't up to the quality of programmes such as Lunar or Zoomtext but it's ideal if you're using a friends computer. 
http://www.issist.com/products/iZoomWeb/index.asp 

WebAnywhere Screen Reader

WebAnywhere is a screen reader designed to be used anywhere that has internet access such as libraries, university computer labs or internet cafes. Such computer systems have very strict security settings, to prevent people from installing software on them. WebAnywhere does not need to install any software on the computer.

If you're interested in reading about how this works then WebAnywhere: A Screen Reader On-the-Go by Jeffrey P Bigham et al. available at http://webinsight.cs.washington.edu/papers/webanywhere-html/ explains the technical details. 
WebAnywhere only works within a web browser it does not make any other parts of the computer accessible. 
http://webanywhere.cs.washington.edu/wa.php
Fire Vox (Firefox Add-on)

Fire Vox, which, along with CLiCk Speak and CLC STAR, is developed by Charles Chen, is an open source, freely available talking browser extension for the Firefox web browser. Think of it as a screen reader that is designed especially for Firefox. In addition to the basic features that are expected of screen readers, such as being able to identify headings, links, images, etc. and providing navigational assistance, Fire Vox provides support for MathML and CSS speech module properties. It works on Windows, Macintosh, and Linux systems.

http://firevox.clcworld.net/ 

Non Visual Desktop Reader (NVDA)

NVDA stands for Non-Visual Desktop Access. NVDA is a screen reader that provides access to most Windows functionality through synthesised speech. Navigation is accomplished only using the computer keyboard. It is comparable to commercial products, such as JAWS and Window-Eyes and is suitable for use with several languages including Arabic.
http://www.nvda-project.org/ 

Wordweb
WordWeb is a one-click English thesaurus and dictionary for Windows PCs that can look up words in almost any program. It works off-line, but can also look up words in web references such as the Wikipedia encyclopaedia. Features of the free version include: 

· Definitions and synonyms

· 150 000 root words

· 120 000 synonym sets

· Related words

· 5000 audio pronunciations

http://wordweb.info/free/ 
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